
We provide students with affordable
access to eTextbooks anytime, 
anywhere through laptops, tablets 
and other mobile devices.

Instructors can add notes, highlights and 
embedded videos or other interactive
content in their students’ digital texts.
They may also allow the collaboration 
of these features, to encourage group
work when appropriate.

Once Bookshelf is integrated with your
institution’s LMS, you can easily
add digital textbooks to your course or
syllabus. Students can then click on the
provided links and go directly to their
course materials. 

LMS IntegrationFor InstructorsFor Students

Bookshelf® enables anytime, anywhere access to the world’s largest
catalogue of digital course materials through any web-enabled device.

Highlight text with one-click, in
a variety of colours. Add notes to 
highlighted passages. Users can 
even subscribe to classmates’ and
instructors’ highlights or notes!



Accessing Your eTextbook  
for the First Time from Blackboard

  Welcome to Bookshelf
• Enter your email address – this is your 

Bookshelf login ID. 

• If you already have a Bookshelf account, 
enter your password and log in. 

• If you are new to Bookshelf, you will be  
directed to the next step, where you will be 
asked to signup for a Bookshelf account.

  Create an Account
• Enter your email address, your first and 

last name, choose a security answer/ 
question, then create and confirm a 
password for your account. 

• Tick to agree to the terms of use and 
privacy policy, then click on ‘Finish’.

eTextbook Launch
• Once you have created an account, 

the eTextbook will launch within your 
Bookshelf account.
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• Login to Blackboard with the credentials provided by your University
• Click on the assigned eTextbook title on your course, which will take you to the 

Bookshelf welcome screen:



How to Download

Reading eTextbooks offline
• Click on the operating system (IOS, 

Android, Mac or PC) you are using and 
proceed to download the Bookshelf 
application.

To download an app from within 
Bookshelf, there are 
2 options:

1. From your digital library 
• Click the grid icon and then the 

‘Download App’ option. 

• Or click ’Download our App’ in  
the right of the bottom bar.

2. From inside an eTextbook
• Click the settings icon and then the 

‘Read offline with the Bookshelf 
Desktop App’ option.

Download an app  
from outside Bookshelf

• Click on the ‘Download’ button for the 
platform you are using.
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VitalSource offers easy to use tools to help you get more from your 
eTextbooks.

Study More Efficiently
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Select sections of text to copy, 
bookmark, highlight or make notes so 
that you can return easily to key 
passages. Use colour coding to 
manage your highlights relating to 
different assignments. Keep notes and 
highlights private, share with friends, or 
share publicly.

Get Organised 

Search within your book for a keyword 
or for figures, and click straight through 
to that content. You can search for 
single words, phrases or exact phrases 
by adding quotation marks. You can 
even search highlights that you have 
made.

Speed up your Search 

Click the Citation icon in the lower right-
hand corner of the window and choose 
your citation format. Copy and paste 
the citation into any word-processing 
application and edit as necessary to 
meet your University's requirements 
and reduce your risk of plagiarism! 
Please note this is only available online.

Improve your Referencing



It's your own copy — so use it your way! 
Download to your computer/laptop, 
tablet or phone for access whenever 
you need it. Adjust font size and book 
layout to suit your reading preference 
and screen size. Use the text-to-speech 
feature if you learn best by listening or 
to 'read' while doing other activities.

Do it your way

Feedback from Students Who Have Used eTextbooks

I like the ease 
of access: I could 

just go on my 
phone and find 
the information 
that I needed.

I like that I can
highlight... which 

with my dyslexia, I 
find helpful

I like that you can 
search and click

through the chapters with 
subheadings. Even if you 

don't really know what you 
are searching for, but you 
know the book, you can 

just click.

They can be taken 
anywhere; meaning 

work can be done on 
the move... it is much 

easier to reference 
eBooks in lectures.

These books have 
helped me with every 

assignment so far; they 
act as a great 
springboard to 

understanding the 
topics. 
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